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so retentive by practice that he was able to sketch the
pictures which had pleased him most.

I have met with a coachmaker, also a draughtsman,
who, after seeing any vehicle pass by, however rapidly,
can draw and colour it in detail to the minutest orna-
ments, and who can do the same of any object which
he saw even forty years ago, if he had taken pains at
the time to learn it. I know a lady who, while in
Europe, memorised many galleries of pictures and
shop windows. FBANCIS G-ALTON, who has of all men
most thoroughly studied this subject, has completely
established the fact that there are in England hundreds
of accountants who carry out sums in arithmetic
entirely by visual representation. This power is
popularly admired as a rare gift; in reality it is irre-
pressible in a few, involuntarily developed in others,
and is innate in us all.

The importance of developing this faculty has sug-
gested itself to many artists. Thus COUTURE advised
his pupils to let the eye rest for an instant on passers-
by in the street, and then attempt to draw them I
have seen this put in practice with perfect success,
and have heard from others authentic experiences of
it. The various stages of the process were extremely
curious and interesting. At first only a hat, and
perhaps the general appearance of an arm, or a leg,
can be caught, but in a few days the expression of
the whole figure is seldom missed. No one who had
not practiced this, or seen it done, would believe how
rapidly the observation and memory are developed by
this kind of " flash photograph " drawing, or what an
air of vivacity and motion is imparted to the figures.
I recommend the practice of it specially to those who